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UM SCORES HIGH GRADUATE RATE FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES 
MISSOULA -
Student-athletes attending The University of Montana-Missoula are interested in more 
than sports. In fact, recent NCAA figures show UM leads its Big Sky Conference rivals and 
the national average in student-athlete graduation rates.
According to the 2004 NCAA Division I Graduation-Rates Report, UM graduates 70 
percent of its student-athletes. The average student-athlete graduate rate for all Division I 
schools is 62 percent.
Other Big Sky Conference Schools don’t fare as well. Montana State University- 
Bozeman graduates 52 percent of its student-athletes, Northern Arizona 55 percent, Weber 
State 53 percent, Eastern Washington 43 percent, Sacramento State 41 percent and Portland 
State 36 percent.
"It §oes without saying that I am very pleased and proud of our student-athletes,” said 
Jean Cornwall, UM’s associate athletic director. “UM student-athletes have always worked 
diligently in the sport and their studies, and it has paid off. This is something the entire 
University and Missoula communities can hold proudly up and give that extra cheer at every 
game or match, knowing that our student-athletes are truly students first.”
The 2004 report examines student-athletes who received athletics aid from their 
university for any period of time during their entering year. The report is based on student- 
athletes who entered their institutions in the 1997 academic year.
Full report information is online at http://www.ncaa.org/grad_rates/2004/dl/.
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